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The various Kede groups are thus all related, not only, rather vaguely, by common descent, being all emigrants of common stock, but also very concretely, by repeated inter-marriage. Personal contact between fellow tribesmen, friends, and relations among the Kede, whatever the distance of their habitations, is maintained by occasional visits, and revived regularly every trading season, when the Kede canoes travel from place to place. Finally, the solidarity of the Kede community is strengthened periodically, when new groups of immigrants come out from *home' to join fellow tribesmen who have emigrated earlier in their 'colony*.
Tradition and Mythology. The Kede share their traditions with their mother tribe, and, like the Nupe, trace their origin back to the mythical Tsoede or Edegi, of whom we have heard already (see p. 175). This Tsoede is said to have been a Nupe man who lived about 1400, and who was sent as slave to Idah, to which country Nupe was tributary at that time. He won the favour of the King of Idah, so much so that he evoked the jealousy of the sons of the king, and eventually had to flee the country. He set out in a bronze canoe, loaded with gifts from the king and manned by other Nupe slaves, to return to his country and to make himself king there, the rule of Nupe having been the King of Idah's parting gift to his favourite. On his flight to Nupe, Tsoede was helped by two men whom he met on the river—one sitting on a stone in midstream (kuta),* and one fishing with a fish trap (ekpa). When Tsoede established himself as King of Nupe he rewarded these two men by making them chief over the whole river and its tribes (Kuta), and a high rank-holder in the new river State (Ekpa), respectively.2 These men were the ancestors of the present Kede, and the first to exercise the 'Rule over the Water', which has remained in the possession of the Kede since.
It Clearly does not come within the compass of the present study to examine how far these legendary data might contain a kernel of historical truth. Their importance to us lies rather in the sociological significance of the 'truth' which they announce—that
1	Kuta, stone, seems to be an old form of Nupe; it occurs in two obsolete
Nupe dialects, and also in Gbari, a related language. The modern Nupe word
for stone is taku (the syllables of kuta reversed).
2	The Nupe are very fond of such puns.   There exists another version of
this legend which derives the title Kuta from the fact that the man on the stone
was wearing two gowns 'on top of each other*—in Nupe, ku ta dogi.

